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 Abstract 
 
 
 
In this thesis, I will examine applicative constructions and 
causative constructions in Innu-aimun, the Central 
Algonquian dialect spoken in Labrador, Canada, using the 
theoretical framework of generative grammar. 
 
Innu-aimun applicative constructions display syntactic 
properties comparable to, for example, applicatives in 
Swahili (Bantu) and Tzotzil (Mayan).  The theory, developed 
in the work of Baker (1988), that Case Parameterization may 
account for these similarities will be explored.  Baker 
(1988) proposes that the number and the type of Cases 
available in any given language is determined by a three-way 
parameter.  The syntactic properties displayed by structures 
derived by valency increase, such as applicative and 
causative constructions, and the proposed Case parameter 
setting are interdependent.  The theory of Case 
Parameterization is therefore relevant to both types of 
construction examined in this thesis. 
 
I shall show that morphological causative constructions can 
only be derived from intransitive verbs and that applicative 
constructions, on the other hand, can only be derived from 
transitive verbs. I propose that Case availability may 
account for these restrictions. 
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 List of Abbreviations 
 
 
 
1   First person 
2   Second person 
3   Third person 
3'   Obviative third person (verbal agreement) 
non3   Non-third person (ie. first or second) 

  AI   Animate Intransitive verb  
AIfin  Animate Intransitive verb final 
AGR   Agreement 
ASP   Aspect 
an   Animate  
APP   Applicative morpheme 
CAUS   Causative morpheme 
CONJ   Conjuct 
COT   Cognate-object Transitive verb 
dim   Diminutive suffix 
EP   Epenthetic 't' 
II   Inanimate Intransitive verb  
IIfin  Inanimate Intransitive final 
inan   Inanimate  
IO   Indirect object 
LOC   Locative 
NP   Noun Phrase 
O   Object 
OBJ   Object Agreement 
OBV_INAN_SG Obviative inanimate singular nominal 
OBV_INAN_PL Obviative inanimate plural nominal 
pl   Plural 
POSS   Possessive suffix 
PROX_SG(inan) Proximate singular inanimate nominal 
PROX_SG(an) Proximate singular animate nominal 
PROX_AN_PL Proximate animate plural nominal 
S   Subject 
sg    Singular  
SUB   Subject Agreement  
TA   Transitive Animate verb (Animate subject and 
   object) 
TAth   Transitive Animate verb theme sign 
TI   Transitive Inanimate verb (Animate subject,  
   Inanimate object) 
TIth   Transitive Inanimate verb theme sign 
Tmorph  'T' morpheme 
TIth   Transitive Inanimate theme sign 
V   Verb 
 



 6

 

 
 

 

 Contents 

                                                     

                

           page 
ABSTRACT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ii 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  iii 
 
LIST OF FIGURES AND TABLES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iv 
 
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  v 
 
 
Chapter 1 INTRODUCTION                                      
  
  1.1  Innu-aimun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
  1.2  Aims . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
  1.3  Innu-aimun Applicative and Causative  
   Constructions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 
  1.4  Thesis Organization  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 
 
 
Chapter 2 SOME THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND INNU-AIMUN  
 GRAMMAR 
 
  2.1  Theoretical Framework and Assumptions  . . . . .  9 
  2.2  The Theory of Incorporation and Case 
   parameterization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
  2.3  An Outline of Innu-aimun Grammar . . . . . . . . 15 
   2.3.1  Verbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
      2.3.1.1  Transitive Animate Verbs . . . . 16 
              2.3.1.2  Transitive Inanimate Verbs . . . 20 
              2.3.1.3  Animate Intransitive Verbs . . . 21 
              2.3.1.4  Inanimate intransitive Verbs . . 22 
              2.3.1.5  Pseudo-Transitive (TI2) Verbs   . 23 
       2.3.2  Nouns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 
          2.3.2.1  Gender, Number and Person  . . . 26 
              2.3.2.2  Obviation . . . .. . . . . . . . 28 
  2.4  Innu-aimun and Configurationality  . . . . . . . 32 
 
 
 
 



 7

 

 
 

 
 

  Chapter 3 APPLICATIVE CONSTRUCTIONS DERIVED FROM TRANSITIVE 
INANIMATE VERBS 
 
  3.1  Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 
  3.2  The Properties of the TI-derived Applicative     
       Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
       3.2.1  Extra Verbal Morphology . . . . . . . . . 40  
         3.2.2  Applied Object Bears Oblique Theta  
              Role  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 
       3.2.3  Underlying Object Properties Transferred  
              to Applied Object . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 
  3.3  Locative Constructions . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 
  3.4  Underived Applicative Constructions  . . . . . . 57 
 
 

  Chapter 4 THE APPLICATIVE CONSTRUCTION DERIVED FROM PSEUDO-
TRANSITIVE VERBS AND COGNATE-OBJECT TRANSITIVE VERBS 
 
  4.1  Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
  4.2  The TI2-derived Applicative Construction  . . . . 65 
       4.2.1  A Revision of the Term 'Animate  
              Intransitive' Morphology  . . . . . . . . 67 
              4.2.1.1  The Causative Morpheme  
                       -i(i)t   . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
              4.2.1.2  Piggott's (1989) Analysis of  
                       Ojibwa Inflectional  
                       Morphology . . . . . . . . . . . 69 
  4.3  'Cognate-object' Transitive Verbs  . . . . . . . 75 
 
 
Chapter 5 THE THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS OF VALENCY INCREASE 
 
  5.1  Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 
  5.2  Applicative Formation as Preposition 
       Incorporation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 
       5.2.1  Some Preliminary Remarks  . . . . . . . . 84 
              5.2.1.1  Lack of Morphological  
                       Relationship . . . . . . . . . . 84 
              5.2.1.2  The Question of Independent          
                         Prepositions in Innu-aimun . . . 87 
       5.2.2  Preposition Incorporation . . . . . . . . 90 
              5.2.2.1  TI-derived Applicative  
                       Constructions  . . . . . . . . . 90 
              5.2.2.2  TI2-derived Applicative  
                       Constructions  . . . . . . . . . 96 
 



 8

 

 
 

 
 
  5.3  Causative Constructions  . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 
       5.3.1  Causative Formation - Theory  . . . . . . 99 
              5.3.1.1  Parametrically-determined  
                       Causative Variation versus 
                       the Causative Rules Theory . . . 99 
              5.3.1.2  The Biclausal Nature of  
                       Causative Constructions  . . .  100 
       5.3.2  Causative Formation - Innu-aimun  
              Data  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  101 
              5.3.2.1  Intransitive Verbs . . . . . .  102 
              5.3.2.2  Transitive Verbs . . . . . . .  103 
 
 
Chapter 6 CONCLUDING REMARKS 
 
  6.1  Summary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  108 
       6.1.1  Applicative Constructions: 
              Description and Explanation . . . . . .  108 
       6.1.2  Causative Constructions . . . . . . . .  109 
       6.1.3  The Nature of Nominals and the  
              Question of Configurationality  . . . .  110 
       6.1.4  Applicative Constructions 
              Derived from Various Types of 
              Transitive Verbs  . . . . . . . . . . .  111 
  6.2  Questions Arising  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  111 

  6.3  The Way Ahead  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  114 

Bibliography  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  115 


